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CAPI'AIN SH<BE ROAJ) 

Tucbd &\181' in a little valley just north or St. Thomas a countr,­

road w1nds around steep hills. It joins the Sout h wold-Yarmouth town liM 

with the No. 4 high\oiBiY south. The valley is narrow and quiet and ·1n the 

spring a emal.l etreaa overflows its' banks along the road. In the autumn 

the wooded hillsides turn trom green to red and gold and in the winter t he 

cardinals and the blue-jays find shelter in the thickets. 

For II8D.1 years it hae been lmovn as the Captain Shore Road taking 

its• ne.e troa the first settler in the rlcinity. It has changed Tery 

little in the last hundred years but "t'ery soon a new roadway will invade 

its Mclusion and the quiet little cotmtry road will be gone. The sharp 

curves ot the hills will be sliced a-wayJ the stream enclosed and trees re­

JIIO'Ved. Tratf'ic will stream through the vall87 and the gravel will give 

way to cone ret•. 

The first house to be built on t he old road was erected by Capt-

ain Shore. Captain Shore was a llilitary JUD and a man or so• distinction 

in the co-.unity. He eerftd in the rebellion of' 1S37 and it is recorded 

in the "Talbot Regime" that he was connected with a transport that carried 

euppliea to the gO"f'er.ment forces \Go were tightillc Dr. DuncODibe 1e rebels 

near Scotland. Little else ie known ot hie .Uitary career . Marrying r ather 

late in Ute to a IIUOh younger wo.n he bought or was granted by the Go"t'ern­

•nt larad on the upland west or the old road. There he built a collf'ortable 

house and surrounded it by a garden. Capta.ill Shore with hie wite on hia 

ara was a t..Uiar eight wal.k:in« in the garden on sUIIIDir evenings. Very 

little is known or Mrs. Shore's family or maiden surna.e but recently Mr. 

W.C. Ml.ller or st. Thoaa.s gave a colorful description ot Capt. and Mrs. 

Shore and the time in \bich they li~d. I quote trom this letter •• • • 

"Captain Shore and his wite are buried in the old St. Thou.s 
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Church burial ground on Walnut St. just south of' the Rapelje's, on. of' 

the first f'udlies of' St. Thomas. Capt. Shore was evidently soneider-

ed as someone of' consequence in the early histoy of' the eo~t,.. A 

reference to his in one of' Judge Ermatinger's works is of' auch interest 

tellinc of' the time wen color as a part or sartorial distinction was 

worthy of' notice. "Acrosa the aisle and almost opposite vas the pev of' 

Captain Shore, a -.er,. regular attendant at the period referred to, with 

the Engl.iu l8d7 Wboa he had aarried so• mat late in lite. It was 

worthmUe to linger at the gate to witness the arriYal of' this couple 

in their darriage, the Captaill on the hich box seat in tle front handl­

ing the ribbons, she in the lov box seat waring her lar1e mite bonn­

et with the loDg wedding nU and her satin wdding gow, he in his 

8'W&l.lov-tailed coat with brass buttons and a high collar, aUk waist­

coat and tight fitting corduro:r breeches with fob and seals displayed. 

A ruffled shirt, a cravat wound JI.8II1' times around a hi«}l standiD£ eoll-

ar and a Wbite beaver hat and lacquered boots vith breeches straps att-

ached CoJIPleted his coatu. and set orr to advantage his naturally hand-

some features, vith wiskers brushed forward after the mst apprOYed 

f'a.ahion of' the da:r. After putting hie horse and carriage under a neigh­

boring shed at Dr. Goring' • the captain would return and proffer hie ara 

to the lad7 wo had meantime gathered and looped her trw o-.er her ara, 

adjusted her sUk shawl, lifting and throwing b ack her nil and displq­

iDC a singular placid and sort-cheeked countenance. She vould then t&D 

her huaband' s ara, pass through the gate and up the gravel walk to the 

church". 

Not loB£ after Capt. Shore settled on his laDd a seeond militia 

ID&Jl took up land adjoining the Shore ho•• This was SUas Toles, an 

American mo had come to Canada to lin. He had fought in the War ot 

1812 and vas on the field at Queenston Heights wen General Brock was 

killed. He Jl&rried Margaret Kelley and they built a house on the hUl 
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about 181.4 ed they built eo well that the house still stands. They 

raised a lar&e tudly. Whan Mra. Toles died Silas married agab, this 

tilll to Jue Benjatield WUtoa, a vidov with a grown tudly al8o. Sba 

vas an Baclieh WOMn liho had elligrated to Canada in 1834. When JohJa 

Toles, Silas Toles oldest eon urried the house and land weN ginn to 

hia by hie rather \Go built another house slightly to the west and north 

ot the origiaal house. It vas m eapeeially tine structure turniehed 

throughout with black valnut. There one eon, Silas Jr., vas born to 

Silas and Mrs. Toles. The boy grev up along the old road among aiddle-
" 

aged peopb m d a •rry chase he led th... He vas a good sbger, a tiM 

• 
athlete 8Jld a e.tMk shot. He vas eldlled ill both wod and •tal eratte. 

For .any years betore his death he vas ecmneeted with the Galt Dietrich 

Sav Works. He urried Margaret C&llpbell WUlis ot lorth Yarmouth. Her 

rather~ a soldier ot the regular English ~ vas etati0De4 at MOntreal, 

but resigning trom. the ar.,. had .,-ved weetvard. Silas Toles and hie vite 

Margaret had three children, Ida, \Go vas born in the val.Aut house, Jennie 

and Farquarcl. Ida JIB.rried DaTid Collins ot Galt and Jennie urried Hill­

yard Scott, the yoUDgest 80Jl ot the Scott taaily llbo liTed at the corner 

ot WeUinct;oa R4. and St. George St. Farquard Toles was ehiet ealesiD8!l 

ot the Dietrich Sav Works tor .an, years. 

SUa• Tole• and Captain Shore were friends and close neighbors. 

Mr. Toles had one ot the tiret orchard• in the locality and he md the 

Captab enjo,ed .any a glass ot eider together. Mrs. ColliDe (Ida Toles) 

recalls .any stories ot the Shores that her .,\her told her. One abe re-

Dlllllbers Tery TiTiclly. Mr1. Shore vas IIUCh secluded and had fev triende. 

Two proainent WODIIID of St. 'l'houe, ODe the vite ot Judge Hughes, decided 

to call on her. They walked up the old road to the Shore ho• one Tery 

vara e~r dq. They were shown into the wall turniehecl draving rooa 

by a sening wo-.n and asked to be seated \lihUe she intor•d her llistrese 

they were there. So they waited tor Mrs. Shore and continued to wa1 t 
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until they bad alllOst decided she did not vant to see thea. Then, 

tinally properly dreoeod and coit~· ohe owept into the roo.. 

"Rise!", she said, "ilaiBdiatel~l and always do eo in ..., presence 

until you are perllitted to be seated." The two wo•n were eo ast-

onished they did as they were told, but the call vas ehortl~ ter~t­

inated and not afterwards repeated. 

The Silas Toles house vas t orn down after his death and the 

walnut wood rel*>ved. The John Toles house vas sold later to William. 

Dodd co lived there tor -.n:y years. f. tev years ago the Toles taa­

Uy held a -.m.ton at the oricinal Toles ho• and th~ erected an in­

scribed boulder on the family plot on the hill-top ~ere Silas Toles 

and his first vil'e were buried. The Captain Shore house has long 

since been torn down, but the Captain Shore Road has played its part 

in the local bistO.t'T of the co.aunit~ • 

Huel Gooding Munro 
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THE HONOURABLE JOHN ROLPH, M.D. 

Dr. John Rolph, the subject of my brief address today, was 

one of the most interesting personalities in nineteenth century Upper Canada. 

A man of many parts, he was regarded by his contemporaries as a brilliant and 

eloquent lawyer; as one of the founding fathers of the medical profession in 

the province; and in the political field as one of the foremost exponents of 

the principle of responsible government . 

The Rolph family had its origins in the County of Gloucester­

shire, England. ~ohn ' s grandfather, George Rolph, had been an eminently 

successful lawyer, and a leading member of the Corporation of Surgeons, known 

in l ater years as the Royal College of Surgeons. Dr. Thomas Rolph, John's father, 

was a respected physician in the market town of Thornbury, Gloucestershire, and 

the head of a family of eighteen children. Most of the family emigrated to 

~pper Canada between 1807 and 1810, and settled in Norfolk County. They were 

followed in 1812 by John, who certainly did not arrive in the province at an 

auspicious time, since at that time war had just been declared between Britain 

and the United States . However, on his arrival at the family homestead in 

Norfolk, he immediately volunteered for service with the Middlesex Militia and 

served as paymaster to th~t corps . 

Hostilities ended in 1815 and John Rolph remained in Upper 

Canada until 1Rl7, a t which time he returned to England to complete his studies 

in law and medicine. After four years of hard work he was called to the Bar of 

the Inner Temple, in London, and was accepted as a member of the Royal College 

of Surgeons . With regard to the latter, it is an interesting sidelight to notice 
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that members of this institution traditionally do not use the title of "doctor", 

but are known simply as "mister". Actually it vras not until 1829, when Rolph 

was accepted by the medical board of Upper Canada, that he could be called 

"doctor". 

Rolph returned to Upper Canada in 1821, a fully- fledged lawyer 

and doctor, and that same year was called to the Bar of Upper Canada during the 

~1(~45 Term. At this time his major interest was in the field of law, but 

several of his contemporaries remarked that often when he arrived in court to 

participate in a case he would carry a saddle b~ with two separate compartments -

one side containing his law books, and the other his medical equipment. 

Over the years his professional status grew enormously in the 

pioneer community and he became a fast friend and legal adviser to the redoubtable 

Colonel Thomas Talbot . It was through the latter that Rolph obtained the property 

that is sit uated a short distance from this hall, and which he retained until 

1832. 

Rolph ' s interest i n politics was sparked initially by the case 
R. 

of Robert GouFay , a Scottish emigrant, who on coming to Upper Canada had conducted 

a personal survey of the social, economic and political conditions in the province. 

His publi shed findings were considered almost treasonable by the local adrninis-

prosecuted. Po;~ower in Upper Canada at this 

a closely knit~ 
1 

of men dubbed the "Family 

tration and he was severely 

time rested in the hands of 

Compact". Although a sembl ance of democratic institution was preserved, since a 

House of Assembly did exist, the final power to pass bills and enact legislation 
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remained with t he Executive Council formed by the lieutenant- governor and members 

of the Compact. Rolph strongl y disapproved of t his state of affairs, and on 

entering the political field he joined the ranks of the Reform party . He stood 

a s their candidate for t he riding of Middlesex, and was elected to t he legi s l ative 

as sembly in 1824. During this first ses sion he met and became f ast friends wi th 

most of the leading Reformers of the day - such men as Marshall Spr i ng Bidwell, 

Peter Perry, Mat thews and of the famous, or infamous , \·lilliam Lyon l-1ackenzie. 

Rolph was defeated in 1829. The previous year he had given up 

his law practice, and henceforth directed his time to medicine . As previously 

mentioned, he received his license to practise in Upper Canada in 1829, although 

in 1824 he had been a ssociated with Dr . Charles Duncombe who opened t he province's 

first medical school at St . Thomas. Rolph moved permanently to York about 1831, 

and founded his own medical school. This proved to be so successful that the 

lieutenant- governor, Sir John Colborne, encouraged h~ to establish it on a regular 

basis . Rol ph , however, was still very act ive i n the political f i eld. By now he 

was a recognized leader of the Reform party , and political affair s were rapidl y 

moving to a climax in the province. The demand for responsible 

government was met by t he immovable force of t he Family Compact, and t he Ref ormers 

decided that open rebellion was the only course left to them. Rolph attended most 

of the party ' s meetings and caucuses , but was not prepared to bear arms against 

the government . The rebellion, led by vlilliam Lyon Hackenzie, broke out in December, 

1837, in Upper Canada, and a lthough Rolph took no active part in i t he realized 

that he was so seriously implicated a s a leader of the Reformers that his arrest 
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would be only a matter of time. Deciding that discretion was the better part of 

valour, he fled to the United States and settled at Rochester, New York. 

Here he set up a medical practice to support himself and his 

family, but according to his own account, it was probably the most unhappy time 

of his life. As an exile he could see that he had virtually thrown away all 

chance of a brilliant career in both politics and medicine, and there seemed 

very little hope of retaining much from his past glories. However, in 1843, the 

government issued a pardon for him and many of the other leading Reformers, and 

• he gladly returned to Toronto. 

Rolph finally decided that he would never participate in politics 

again, and devoted his considerable talent and energies to running his medical 

school . However, he was constantly assailed by his former political comrads to 

return to the party, since now the principle of responsible government seemed to 

be within their ~rasp. Mackenzie was back on the scene, and it was decided to 

establish a new radical wing of the party known as the Clear Grits. Rolph was 

in the centre of activities once again and participated in the founding of this 

new wing in 1849-50. Rolph's re-kindled interest in politics led him to stand 

for election once again, and in 1851 he was returned as the member for Norfolk. 

The government formed after the election, known as the Lafontaine-Hincks adminis-

tration, depended quite heavily on the support of the Reformers, and Rolph as their 

leader was given the position of Commissioner of Crown lands . In 1855 he was 

appointed president of the legislative council and two years later he retired 

from public life. 

The remainder of his days were devoted to the medical profession 

-5-

and he lived to see his successful medical school incorporated into Victoria 
(L~ . 

Univer sity with himself acting ~dean. These were days of tranquility for Rolph, 

and he finally moved to Mitchell, Ontario, where he died in 1870. 

It is hard to over- estimate the contribution that John Rolph 

made to the development of the pro~ince both in the field of politics and that of 

medicine, a.nd it is appropriate that we are today honouring one of Elgin County ' s 

outstanding pioneer sons . 



History Competition 
History of Union Schoo l Section No . 24 Sout hwold and 

25 Yar mout h . 

Before t~e year 1815 when, wh<t is now known a s Section No . 
( 24 Southwol d nnd 25 Yar mout h , was a dense wood and nobo dy but the 

Norther n American Indi an ever crossed its fer t ile soil in search 
of game , and no roads penetrated through it. Garret Smi th a 
desc enden t of a U. E. Loylis t , s ettled on the farm now known a s 
Lynhurst , about two yea rs later Joseph Ramey settled on Lot No . 43, 

( 

London Roa d, and after f ive y ears of toil and hardship was 
acc i dentaly killed by a ~unt er. Aft er t h i s no settlers came till 
b et ween 1830 to 1840, and then a hos t of settlers came from t h e 
Europe-n countries. 

The settler s from Engl and were Mr. At ki ns who s et t l ed on lot 
No . 1; Jo seph ~asterbrook on lot No . 3 Ninth Concess i on; Mr . 
Williams who settled on Lot No . 1; James K. Hill on lot No . 5, 
First Range of t he Edgewar e Road; John Bassett who settled on Lot 
No. 1; Rev . Ri chard Andr ews on Lo t No . 3 , Second Range of the 
Edgeware Road . Michael Cal cott and John Fer r i s who set t l ed on Lo t 
No . 1, First Range of the Tent h Conc ession . Henr y Arkell who 
settl ed on Lot . No . 2 , Firs t Range, Concession C. J ames Dodd who 
settl ed on Lot . No . 1 ; Henry Ar kell who settl ed on l ot No . 2 Firs t 
Range of Concession C al so sett led on Lot No . 2, Secon d Range of 
Concession D. John Trigger who settled on Lot No . 1 , Firs t Range of 
Conc ession D. Mr . Kimble w~o s ettled on Lot . No . 1 of t he Bostic 
Line. 

The settlers fro :n Scotland were Mr . Chi sho lm who se t tled on 
lot No . 5, Ni n t h Conc essi on ; h eal so built a saw-mill on lot No . 4 
i n t he year 1834. Mr . Al exandr ia wi o set tled on lot No . 2, Second 
Range of the Edgewar e Road. Mr. Sanderson who settled on l o t No. 2; 
Donald Sinc l ~r on Lo t No . 3; John and Mal colm McClarty on Lo t No . 4; 
Dougald McBrayne on Lo t no . 5 , First Range of the Tent h Concession. 
Capta in Cal der w1o was a Cap t ain i n t he British Army settled on 
Lo t No . 1, First Ran ~e of Concession C. 

The settl ers f r om Irel and wer e Patrick Bobier who s ett led on 
l ot ~io . 4, First Ran e of t he Edgeware Ro ad . ·~v il liam Drake who 
set tled on lot No . 4, First RanJ e of the Edgaare Road. 
Thomas Lawcon a native of United Stat es set t led on l o t No . 1, 
Second Ra~ge of the Edgewar e Road. 

The settlers who came across t he oc ean to set t le i n our s ection 
came in sailing v essels, t aking t hem f r om six - to sev en weeks. 
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After getting h ere t hey first cleared a small place to put a log hut.-----
This hut had holes for windows , logs split i nto lumber by an axe 

for a floor and split timber fastened t ogether for a door. The 
( n ext t~ing t hey did was to clear a large patch of l and, t h ey burned 

the l ogs to get rid of them and then by the means of a r ude drag , 
when harvest c ame t hey cut their gr ain by means of a sickle ; and 
thresh t h e gr a in by mean s of a flail and then carry t he grain s ome­
times over ten miles to get it ground into f lour, but finding his 
load lighten ed on his way home by the mill er' s t oll . Some se t t lers 
who had too f ar t o go to a mill hollowed out a l a rge stump and t here 
pound the gr ain into flour. Here in the f orest the p ioneers lived 
their life of happiness, no pl ace for i nvalids but for strong , 
healthy men who were not afra id of wor k. 

A saw- mill wa s e s t ablished on Lot No . 4, Ninth Concess ion , 
O\vned by Mr . C1ism. 

A Fl ax-mill wa s established on Lot No . 2, Ei ght Concession 
own ed by Sheriff Munro . 

A brick-yar d was established on Lot No . 1 , Ei ght Concession , 
owned by Sturgeon Sharon . 

A brick- yard wa s es tablished on Mr. Thomson ' s place on the 
( London Ro ad . 

A Potash Factory established on Lot No . 1, Ni nth Conces sion, 
owned by Henry Hill. 

Services were held by Rev . Richard Andrews in his house on Lot 
No . 3, Second Range of the Edgewar e Ro ad un till a church wa s built 
i n St. Th omas and t he settl ers attended t h ere . 

School wa s started i n the year 1838 by Rev . Richard Andrews in 
h is house and when he stopped teaching no person for a few years 
t aught, and t hen Jo s eph Woof t aught on t he f l a t s of Kettle Creek on 
James K. Hil l ' s Farm, but unf ortunately h e became i nsane and roamed 
ar ound the country, and then James Leaves ley took his pl ac e t eachi ng 
on Rev. Rie.hard Andrew' s Farm and after him L. C. Kearney taught in 
t h e same place . He, whi l e t eaching t her e , wrote the life and times 
of Co l onel Ta lbot . The s al ar y of t ho s e teacher s , before t he school 
was organized, wa s $1. 50 fo r each pupil every quarter year. 

The f i rst s chool meeting wa s held in t h e year 1847 i n Thomas 
Lawson ' s house on Lot No . 5 , Second Range of t he Edgeware Road. Rev. 
Richard Andr ews was Chairman and t hey appoint ed J ames K. Hill , 
Joseph Eastabrook and Rev . Richard Andr ews trustees and the s iteof 
t he school house was decided on the edgeof McVey's w~o d but not 
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before a good deal of debating , ever yone wanting it n ear their own 
farm so the children would no t have t o go f ar, but a school-house 

was bui lt on t he s ite decided j ust at the br ow of a hill ; c er tainly 
( a romantic spot where every chi l d could go coasting in the winter 

mon ths ev er y noon and r ecess . A l ar ge wood near~y all aroun d where 
t here were all kind of nuts and where every boy could lear n to 
cl imb t o the h i ghest branches of the t rees , and a creek r unning t h r ough 
the valley just bel ow t he hillwhere they could skate . 

The school house which was of frame was buil t i n t he year 1847 
costi ng ~nly $105 . but after a few year s was moved acr os s t he 
ro a d i nto t h e McClarty pl ace an equal spot . The sal ar y of the 
t eacher s wer e very low being on l y ~15 . a mont h , but gr adual ly increased 
un till i t wa s $~0 . a month . The t eachers who taught in t h i s f r ame 
schoo l hous e were Mary Pierce, John S. McColl, afterwar ds l ocal 
s uperint endent of t he s chools of Wes t El gin , Richard Monck , Patrick 
Gallacher , Charles Campbell, Richard F. Carr i e , Catherine Walker, 
Donald Munro, John McKenzie , Archibald Boyd, Robert W. Staf f or d , 
Gr ant Silcox , Miss Ro se , Frank Berry , Elizabeth Royal, John Mills , 
Douga ld McBrayne, Fl ona Black , J ohn McC al lum, Dougal d McBrayne , Ma ry 
Philips , Edwar d Mi l ler, Col . Sincl ar and Miss Br ooks . 

( Many per sons came out of thi s s chool t o make t heir mark i n t h e 
world, scattered a l l over t he continent. Some of the most no ted 
wer e Peter Lawson, a so~ of Thomas Lawson , a f ter going t o Port Dover 
wa s el ected member of parl iament fo r South Norfolk. Thomas Ar kell 
a son of Henr y Ar Kell af ter going t o St . Thoma s , was elected 
member of Parliament for EasT El gin. Archibald Si ncl a ir, a son of 
Donaid Sinclai r, a prominent doctor of Paris , Ontario . Col ~ Si nclair, 
a son of Donal d Sinclair, a mail c l er k i n t he Mi chi gan Central Rail­
way and one of t he most brilliant correspondents of t h e St . Thomas 
Journal , and John William Caughlin, a son of Bartholmew Caughlin , 
is a doc t or of Bay City , Mi chi gan . 

A new fr~me schoo l house wa s built i n the year 1874 co s ting 
$700. on Lot No . 1 First Range of t he Edgeward Road and a Union 
School Sect i on was formed , No . 24 Southwold and No . 25 Yarmouth, t he 
lo t s ~ long t heEleventh Conc ession being l ef t out. The Teacher s 
who taught i n t ~e new s choo l house were Robert Tabir , Syl vester 
Young , 7 illiam Hai ght , Co l . Sinc lar , Archi bal d Coul ter, ~illiam 
Ha i ght, Cnarl es Brant, Mi ss Taylor Miss Kerp a trick , Mi s s Woo ds , 
Edith Murray , Miss es Baileys , Edith Clark , Alice Sinclar , and our 
present t eacher Jane Lees . The present t r us t e es a re Charles Saywell 
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and Jonas Axford f or School Sec tion No . 25 of Yar mout h an d 
Wesl ey Trigger for School Sect i on No . 24 Southwold . 

John Andr ews , a son or Richard Andr ews , was a member of t h e 
( council of the municipality of the township of Southwold f or 9 

year s and was successively r aised step by s tep to fi l l the hi ghest 
position wi thin the ~ift of t h e electors, a reeve of the Township . 

William Bassett , a son of John Bassett , was elected member of 
the council of the municipality of the township of Yarmouth. 

John Calcott , a grandson of Micheal Calcott , owns a saw- mill 
on Lot No . 1 First RFnge of the Tent h Concession. 

Daniel Eastabrook, a son of Joseph Eastabrook , ownsLot No . 3 , 
Ni nth Concession. 

William Hill , a son of James Hi l l, lives on Lot No . 5 First 
Range of the Edgewar e Road. 

Al exander McBr ayne lives on Lo~ No . 5 First Range of the 
Tenth Concession. 

John and Richard Andr ews , a son and grandson of Rev. Richard 
Andr ews, the former lives on Lo t No. 2, Second Ran~e of Concession 
D and the l a t ter lives on Lot No . 3 Second Range of the Edgeware Rd. 

William Basse t t, a son of John Bass tt, lives i n a residence 
( on St. George Road. 

John and William Dodd , sons of James Dodd, the former lives 
on Lot No . 1 Second Ran s e of Concession D and t he latt er lives on 
Lot No . 43 London Road. 

The early pioneers woul d be surprised if t hey could onl y see 
the beautiful farms as t~ere ar e in our section now. They l it tle 
thought then t hat they would be the means of br i nging the l and 
to such nic e farms . 

Yarmouth Dec . 1895 
Hi s tory Competition wr itt en by 
Neil A Munro, St . Thomas P . O. Ont . 
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